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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Swift Agricultural Chemical Corporation, ILD059995423, is located at 
2501 North Kings Highway in the City of East St. Louis, Illinois. 
This facility manufactures agricultural chemical products. 

On August 21, 1973, this facility discharged a milky white material 
into a drainage ditch that drains directly into Rose Creek. The material 
discharged was believed to be sulfuric acid. The Division of Water 
Pollution Control, along with USCG, investigated this incident. 

A site inspection is needed for this facility to gather more information. 
A medium priority is assigned. 

KP:tk:4/10/8(4/ll/86) 
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MEMORANDUM __ RECEIVED 
Field Operations Section 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY-=-5WLFT AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS. MAY 1 3 1975 
(Fairmont City) 

Environmental Protection Afency 
State of Illinois 

^TO; Olvision of Water Pollution Control, Field Operations Section 

FROM: Eric W. Merz, Coilinsville Unit 

DATE: March 7, 1975 

INTERVIEWED: Mr. Robert Britt, Plant Manager 

On the above date the writer visited the subject industry in response to a 
phone call from Mr. Marvin King, Agency biologist. 

Mr. King was performing biological stream survey work in the area when he 
observed that the water in the drainage way adjacent to the industry was green. 

At the time of the writer's visit the water in the drainage way was relatively 
clear. Conversation with Plant Manager Robert Britt revealed, however, that runoff 
from the plant grounds does occassionally cause the water in the drainage way to 
become green. Mr. Britt said the green<o4or is from a dye that is used to color 
fertilizer manufactured at the plant. Mr. Britt did not know the chemical composi­
tion of the dye. 

The writer informed Mr. Britt of possible violations of law due to the dis­
coloration of the waterway and asked that steps be taken to control the dye. 
Mr. Britt indicated all possible measures would be taken to Insure that the dye 
stays within the plant and not accidentally spilled where it might be washed away. 

The writer will return to the facility in the near future. If discoloration 
is found a sample will be collected, pictures will be taken, and an appropriate 
letter will be forwarded to the industry. 

The above is for your information. 

EWM/cas 
5/8/75 

cc: Region IV 



Governor 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
DIRECTOR , ^ 

^ a\iy 

•}> 
S«ptaiiib«r 27, 1973 

ST. CLAiR COUNTY - Swfft Agricultural Ch«alca1 Corp. 
(Falmont City) Chanlcal Ofschargo " 

Swift Agricultural Chanicai Corp. 
250i Kingshighway 
East St. Louis, iiiinois 62202 

Gantiament 

REPLY TO: 
i]7 Wast Hain Straat 
Coilinsviiia, iii. 6223^ 

RECEIVE 618/3*5-6220 
SURVEILLANCE SECTION 

SEP 28 1973 

ENVIRONMENTSL PRGTECTIOri AGENCY 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

On August 2i, 1973 tachnicai raprasantativas of this Agancy invastlgated 
a report concarnlng tha discharga of a chanicai substanca from your proparty. 
Mr. Robart Brltt, plant managar, was contactad during tha invastigation. 

Tha invastigation ravaaiad that a discharga was not occurring at tha tima 
of tha visit. It was apparant, howavar, that a iarga voiuma of a milky white 
substance apparently had recently bean dischargad to a drainaga ditch adjacent 
to your proparty. Laboratory analysis of a sarapia from tha drainaga ditch 
revealed tha liquid to ba highly acidic and containing excasstva concentrations 
of numerous contaminants. 

We trust that you are aware that discharges of this type may constitute a 
violation of the Environmental Protection Act and related Water Pollution Regu­
lations. 

Very truly yours, 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

COA-
EWM/cas 

James B. Coyne, Supervisor 
Mississippi Direct Sub-Unit 
Survaiiianca Section, DWPC 

/ 

cc: DWPC-Records Unit^ 
cc: Mississippi Basin 

In the New Illinois, we accommodate! 
2200 CHURCHILL ROAD 

AT 2400 WEST JEFFERSON 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS <270< 



A MEMORANDUM 

ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
Chemical Discharge 
(Industrial Waste) 

TO: Division of Water Pollution Control, Surveillance Section 

FROM: Eric W. Merz, Mississippi Direct Sub-Unit 

DATE: August 21, 1973 

INTERVIEWED; Lt. Donald Payne - U.S. Coast Guard 
Mr. Robert Britt, Plant Manager, Swift Fertilizer 

In the afternoon of the above date Lt. Donald Payne of the U.S.C.G. telephoned 
this office to advise the Agency that the Swift Agricultural Chemical Company in 
Fairmont City had discharged an unknown volume of white material from a chemical 
tank they were in the process of repairing. Lt. Payne said the Coast Guard became 
aware of the problem the morning of the above date and immediately requested the 
company to abate the discharge. The company complied. 

At approximately 3:00 PM on the above date, C. V. Beck and the writer arrived 
at the Swift Company. A discharge was not observed. It was observed, however, 
that a white milky material filled a drainage ditch leading from Swift property. 
The drainage ditch drains directly to Rose Creek. The milky substance could be 
observed in Rose Creek for a distance of approximately 1/2 to 3/^ miles. 

After making the above observations, Mr. Robert Britt, Swift Agricultural 
Chemical Company plant manager, was contacted. Mr. Britt indicated that company 
personnel were cleaning out a spent Sulphuric Acid tank (Sulphuric Acid is used 
in the manufacturing process of some fertilizers) with water and in turn discharg­
ing the water to the above described drainage ditch. Mr. Britt said a inch sludge 
deposit in the bottom of the tank had to be flushed out in order to repair a leak. 
Mr. Britt did not know the amount of water that was discharged, but did say he was 
of the opinion that a sufficient amount of water was used to adequately dilute the 
sulphuric acid sludge layer in the tank. Mr. Britt also said that the company 
would not discharge any additional material in the tank. 

A sample of the remaining water mixture in the tank and a sample of the water 
in the drainage ditch at the apparent point of discharge were collected. The 
results are as follows: (copies of analysis sheets are attached) 

"TANK" "DITCH" 
Iron (total) mg/1 790. 350. 
Manganese mg/1 1.2 1.6 
Mercury ppb 55. 105. 
Ammonia (N) mg/1 50.0 125. 
Phosphorus (P) mg/1 20.0 50.0 
B.O.D. mg/1 1 nterference 1nterference 
C.O.D. mg/1 31,000 26,000 
Susp. Sol ids mg/1 1,600 135 
pH 0.9 1.2 
Turbidity (JTU) 10,000 5.000 
Total Acidity mg/1 38,000 21,000 



ST. CLAIR COUNTY - Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 
Chemical Discharge 
(Industrial Waste) Page 2 

An appropriate letter to the company is attached. 

The above is for your information. 

EWM/cas 
10/15/73 

cc: Mississippi Basin 

•• w? 

P.S. C. V. Beck took photographs of the Rose Creek drainage the following day. 
He is preparing a separate memo. 
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STREET GUIDES 
• CHURCHLN P9 

ClftCLERO 07 
CLeVHLANOAV H10 
COLAS AV F10 
COaEGEAV J10 
COLUNSVIOSAV G12 
COLUMBIA PL Oil 
COLUMBIA ST 010 
CONVERSE AV HO 
COOK ST E» 
COTTAOELN H12 
COURTLANOPL H10 
OSTS FO 
06 9OUPREOR 07 
06COUAON60R PO 
OICKMANPL M10 
OlyiSlONAV F11 
DONOVAN PL K1S 
OOUQU8AV J12 
DREWLN P7 
OUaOlBLN PO 
OUTCHMAV 013 
E8T8 FO 
EDOUAROOB 07 
EURWAAV 00 
EVCRQNeB4CT NO 
EXCHANQCAV 112 
FSTS FO 
FAIflBROTHeWFL P7 
FALUNQSPRMQNO EO 
FISHER AV Oil 
FUNTAV K12 
FONOOULAC 07 
FOREST AV 113 
FOneSTBt. Kit 
FREDERICK AV Nil 
FRONT ST4I E12 
FRONT ST^ B12 
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OATYAV 010 
OAVAV FO 
OBTZAV J10 
QWTRUOEPL J10 
0LAS8ST K12 
OLBONOOOOR NO 
OOOIEROR...., PO 
OOaiOR PO 
QRAYBL H10 
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0R0S8AV J12 
HSTS FO 
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HENRIETTA AV H11 
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KINGS HIGHWAY MS 
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KUTTER ST FlO 
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LAKEBL IS 
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LEBANON RD 07 
UBERTYST EO 
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UNOENPL J13 
UNOYCT J10 
LOCUST ST P13 
LOlSaDR P7 
LOOKOUT VIEW OR P7 
LOUISIANA BL »0 
LYNCH AV 112 
LYONAV F13 
MAINST44 ' Ell 
MARKET AV FlO 
MARTELLOR P7 
MARY AV NO 
MARYBmSAV.^ NO 
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MCCASLANDAV • 

MCHENRY ST ElO 
MELODY LN NO 
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MONROE AV J13 
MORGAN FO 
MORRIS AV J13 
NATALIE LN J13 
NECTAR AV 113 
NORTH OR K13 
NORTH PARK OR K13 
OAKLEIGHLN 07 
OHIOAV Qt2-M0 
OUVERST J10 
ORRAV 010 
PARACXSEAV EO 
PARK OR J12 
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QUEBEC OR 07 
REB)AV FO 
REQBn-PL Jit 
REN8HAWAV J11 
RIDQEAV HI 04(9 
RUSSaXAV PO 
ST CLAM AV J11 
ST LOWS AV M10 
STPHILUPSDR PO 
SHIPLEY LN NO 
SHORT ST H11 
STATIST : NS 
SUMMn-AV 012 
SYCAMORE ST ElO 
TERRACE CT NO 
TWRACEOR NO 
THOMPSON OR F11 
TTERNEYPL MO 
TRENOLYAV 00 
TUOORAV FlO 
VALENTINE ElO 
VAN8URENAV K12 
VASSAR ST M14 
VERONICA AV Oil 
VICTORY OR ElO 
VIEUXCARR60R PO 
VILLAGE PL FT 
VIRGINIA PL 17 
VISTA OR 00 
VOQELPL J10 
WASASHAAV HIT 
WALNUTST Fit 
WALTER ST H12 
WASHWOTONPARKSL LIS 
WA8HINQTONPL H11 
WASHINGTON ST P7 
WAVERLY AV J13 
WOMAN AV 112 
WIQQINSST El 2 
WILFOnO AV FO 
WIMMERPL H10 
WINSTANLEYAV 013 
WINTER ST 613 
WOESTBOULAV 07 
WOESTBOUL8L 00 
WOeSTBOULCT OO 
tSTST-N 013 
2N0ST-N 013 
3RDST^ 013 
3R0ST^ P12 
4THST4< H13 
4TH ST^ 611 
5TH ST-H F12 
5TH ST-S F11 
VTHST-H 012 
«THST^ F11 
7THST44 H13 
7THST-S F11 
8THST-N Ht3 
STHST-S F11 
9THST-H H12 
10TMST-N F11 
10THST-S FlO 
11THST-N FlO 
IITHST^ FlO 
12THST-N Oil 
ItTHST^ FlO 

t3THST4l Oil 
13TH ST-S FlO 
14THST4< Oil 
14TH ST-3 FO 
15THSTJ4 GlO 
15TH ST-S FO 
10THST-N 010 
ISTHST-S FO 
17THST-N H10 
17THST-S FO 
19THST4I H10 
18THST.S 00 
19TMST-N H10 
10THST.$ FO 
20THST-N Ill 
20THST.8 00 
218TST^ H0^i12 
22N0ST-N no 
22NOST.S 00 
23R0ST44 nogi2 
24TH8T.N no 
24THST.S HO 
25THST-M 110 
20TH8T.N J13 
2STHST-S HS 
27THST^ S 
27THST.3 HO 
20THST4I J10 
20THST-N S 
20THST.S HO 
30THST44 19 
31STST-N J10 
318TST^ MB 
32N0ST4< J10 
33ROST44 K12 
33R08T^ HO 
34THST-N J10 
35THST-N JO 
3STHST-S 17 
30THST-N I7-J04<12 
37THST4I J10 
38THST44 KlO 
39THST44 K10 
40THST-M K12 
41STST44 K04(12 
42N0ST4I K10 
43flDST-N K0-K12 
44THST.N K04.12 
45THST.N K04-12 
4aTHST.N K0H.12 
47THST-N K04.12 
4aTHST4| L9 
40TH ST-N 19 
SOTH ST-N LO 
SI ST ST-N LO 
82NOST^ L9 
$3ROST49 LO 
54TH ST-N LO 
55THST44 U 
SOTH ST-N LO 
S7TH8T44 MO 
SaTHST-N MO 
59THST-N MS 
80TM8T-N MO 
81STST-N MO 
82NOST-N MO 
83RDST4< MO 
84THST-N MO-
85THST-N MO 
66THST.N MO 
87THST.N NO 
88THST-N NO 
69TH8T-N NO 
70THST-N NO 
71 ST ST-N NO 
72NOST-N NO 
73ROST-N 00 
74THST-N 09 
7STMST-N ....OO 
78THST-N OO 
78THST-N OO 
79THST-N 07 
OOTHST-N 07 
01STST-N 07 
82N0 8T-N 07 
83ROST44 07 
84TH8T-N 07 
8STHST-N P7 
88THST-N P7 
87THST-N P7 
80THST44 P7 
OOTHST-N ..P7 

Fsimiont Clly 
sat ST MIS 
CHKfSSr K14 

COHNST MIS 
COLUNSVIUERO MIS 
COOKSON RD B14 
DELMAR AV MIS 
DRUMMONOST M15 
FAIRMONT AV KU 
KINDER OR MIS 
KINGS HIGHWAY MIS 
KOENIQSMARK AV LIS 
LOCUST DR KU 
MAPLE ST KU 
MARYLAND AV LIS 
RAILROAD AV JU 
THOMAS AV MIS 
VIRQINIAST KU 
W0(30R0WAV LIS 
31STST-N JU 
32NO ST-N JU 
33ROST-M JU 
34THST44 K14 
3STH ST-H Kt4 
36THST-N KU 
37THST-N KU 
38TH8T4I K14 
30THST-N KU 
40TH8T.N K14 
41STST-N KU 
42N0ST4< KU 
43R0ST44 KU 
44TH ST-N KU 
4STHST4II L14 
47TMST4I LIS 
48THST-N LIS 
49THST-N .LIS 
S1STST4I LIS 
53R0ST44 MIO-
S9TH8T4I M10 
80THST-N M10 
OtSTST-N MIS 
82NOST4I N1S 
83ROST44 NIO 

National City 
CAHOKIAST 
CANAL ST... 
COMMSHSALST 
EXCHANQEAV 
FRONT ST 
INOUSimALST 
JONES AV 013 
MAIN ST 013 
PACKERS AV 014 
STCLAINAV F14 
STOCKYARD AV FU 

SSUQBt 

...FU 
..G1S 
...FU 
...014 
...013 
..F1S 

PAUJNOSPROilQSRO EO 
UTTLEAV E7 

TAV 07 
BAV 00 

MONSANTO AV EO 
NiCKaST £7 
OQOENAV E7 
PTTZMANAV 00 
QUEENY AV E7 
RIVERV16WAV CO 
UPPER CAHOKIA RD F7 

Washington Parte 
ADELAIDE PL Mil 
AUDUBON AV Ml 2 
AVON PL M12 
BALEYOICT AV L11 
BUNKUM NO Mil 
CASEYVILLEAV M12 
CASEYVILLERO M12 
EASTOATEAV M12 
FONiSTBL L13 
HALLOWS AV L12 
HARRIET AV Kt1 
HILLAV M13 
INDUSTRIALAV MU 
KINGS HIGHWAY M14 
UNCOLNAV M13 
MONK A V K11 
NORTH PARK OH Ml 3 
PORTUNOPL M12 
PUROUEAV MU 
ROSEMONTAV Ml 2 
VASSAR AV M14 
WARREN AV LI 2 
WASHINOTONPARKa L13 
WESTMORELAND AV Mit 

37THST-N K11 
38THST.N Kll 
39THST.N K11 
40THST-N K11 
41ST ST-N Kit 
42NDST-N K11 
43R0 ST-N LI 3 
44TH ST-N L11 
45TH ST-N Ltl 
46THST-N L12 
47THST-N L11 
48THST.N L11 
40THST4I Lit 
SOTH ST-N Li 1 
51STST-N Lit 
52NOST41 Mil 
53RDST-N Mil 
54THST-N M11 
SSTHST-N Ml 2 
58THST-N ..M12 
57THST-N M13 
5rrHST44 M12 
SOTH ST-N Ml 3 
80THST-N M13 
91STST-N M13 
92N0ST4I N13 
83R0ST4I N12 
8STHST-N N13 

UnlncorporatBd ATBB 
AMaiAOR J2 
AUOUeONAV N13 
SaLBVUEOR J3 
BRIN80NRD N12 

Nil 
_ (LN OO 

CAMP JACKSON NO J2 
CARROL (n* J2 
CaASTECT P4 
CENTCTRO MO 
CHURCH RO MS 
COVINACT 00 
CURTIS LN NIO 
DELMAR OR 00 
OaMONTEOR 00 
DONNA ST J2 
ELM ST 06 
FONCSTBL PIS 
FOUR CORNER LN... L3 
FREDERICK PL L2 
FRBDEBICKST PS 
FREEMAN AV NIO 
GLADYS OR 13 
GROTTO RO NS 
HIGH ST NIO 
IMOQ01EAV NIO 
JO ANNAV NIO 
JOYLN 010 
JUDITH OR JS 
LAOUNADR OO 
LAURALEEDR JS 
LORRAINE DR J2 
MAOSON RD nS 
MAIN ST PO 
MAPLE Sr 06 
MARY ST JS 
MCKINLEY AV NIO 
MILLSTAOTRO..- Lt 
MOUSETTELN 14 
NOBYLANEST NIO 
NOHENEST NIO 
NORTH RO MS 
RENOISLN J2 
HO«NCT J2 
ROCK SPRINGS RD M10 
ST MARC OR 12 
SANTA BARBARA LN 00 
URBAN DR M19 
VALLEY VIEWDR L2 
VIOLET DR J3 
WATTS AV N13 
WHITEST J3 
WOOOCRE8TOR 06 
89THST N9 
70THST N9 
71STST 010 
72N0 8T 09 
79TH ST P9 
81STST P10 
SSTHSr NS 

Swi St LouM. 111.^ 19333 ® Tho Roubtn H. Oo t Corpentfon 1064 
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